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DECORATIVE NOTES. 



Jewel caskets, glove boxes, prayer book covers, etc., are 
shown in carved ivory, decorated with gold inlayings and en- 
crusted with gems. They are richly worked and sparkling with 
precious stones and give a very fine effect. 
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A curious brooch, meant for an Easter present, has the shape 
of a flattened ball in gold, with a pear-like white pearl drop- 
ping from the inside. On the bell is applied either a heart 
made of gathered rubies, or a flight of angels in enameled work. 

A graceful clock in Parian marble is flanked on either side 
with figures of a Greek style somewhat modernized. It is sur- 
mounted with a receiver for jewels, also of silver, and of an 
elegant oval shape, like a flattened urn. On the cover, moving 
on hinges, lies a youthful female smiling in her sleep, while a 
chubby Cupid, standing on tiptoe, is engaged in breaking the 
petals of roses which he drops over her face. 

Among the most remarkable imitation styles of decoration 
hitherto obtained by slow or highly artistic processes are those 
which give the effect of damascening. Silver articles of all 
kinds are decorated with etched ornaments and figures, show- 
ing but a very slight relief. The ground is deeply oxidized or 
covered with a very thin coating of thin black enamel. The 
decoration is carefully gilt so that no suspicion of gold stain 
can run over its well drawn outlines. Thus are produced at a 
* comparatively low price, pieces which appear to consist of black 
metal inlaid with gold ornaments. 

Trade in London this season is rather quiet. White lead is 
low in figure. Leading London houses are offering "Genuine" 
at twenty pounds per ton for this season's delivery. The strike 
of the London carpenters has done for the building trade 
house painters as much injury as the recent death among roy- 
alty has effected in West End trade. The uncertain condition 



of political matters is also very prejudicial to a good season of 
work in town. The prospect for the provinces generally is good. 
Sanitary papers are the special feature of the season's "new 
goods." Although, like- the early Japanese leather papers, these 
paperhangings were originally chiefly noticeable for their faults, 
the great improvements in trade machinery that have taken 
place these last three years have put sanitaries in the front 
rank of 1892 sales. Not only are they practically perfect in 
artistic effect, but the prices are this year cut remarkably low. 
An eminent North of England house who make "sanitaries" 
their specialty, have produced some cheap lines for retailing at 
12 cents per roll, the appearance of which is equal to many 
pulps and grounded papers sold at 25 cents per piece. 

There are few pleasanter ways of spending an hour than in 
one of our large china and glass shops. Judging by what is 
to be seen there is a decided revival of china as an ornament 
and a convenience for our writing tables. The ink stands, 
standishes, as our grandmother called them, of dainty modern 
Sevres and even daintier English china, with candle sticks, pen 
trays, etc., to match ; toilet sets of all kinds of quaint shapes 
and delicate coloring ; exquisite bottles and vases of wonderful 
gold china, set thick with pearls of the fashionable turquoise ; 
wee doll's house furniture in soft blue, white and gold, sugges- 
tive of the funny little folk who look down at us from the 
portraits of Van Dyk and Velasquez; "sulky" sets of tea cup 
with a lid, sugar basin and cream jug in a shell-like tray, 
which forms also a diminutive bread and butter plate — just the 
very thing for the demoralizing cup of tea we all disclaim, and 
yet delight so much to find by our bedside when we wake of a 
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morning. More utilitarian, though not a bit less beautiful, are 
the dinner and dessert sets, while the beautifully shaped and 
colored toilet sets would be a joy in any room. A quaint set 
was in olive green pottery of a comfortable, roomy shape, that 
would make the veriest schoolboy desire to wash, though never 
so disinclined for ablutions in a general way. 



